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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, US' SY 

SUB J : BRITISH PRESS REPORT PRESIDENT FORD WILL MEET 
ASSAD 

1. GUARDIAN OF OCTOBER 13 CARRIED ARTICLE BY ITS WASH 
INGTON CORRESPONDENT, JONATHAN STEELE, DATELINED OCT. 12 
WHICH TOOK AS POINT OF DEPARTURE SECRETARY KISSINGER S 
TELEVISION INTERVIEW OF OCTOBER 12. ARTICLE REFERS TO 

US DESIRE TO ENCOURAGE ASSAD TO MAKE AGREEMENT WITH 
ISRAEL AND ADDS: "YESTERDAY THE EGYPTIAN FOREIGN MINISTER, 
MR. FAHMY, SAID THAT PLANS WERE GOING AHEAD FOR A MEET- 
ING BETWEEN THE SYRIAN LEADER AND MR. FORD IN EUROPE 
WHEN THE AMERICAN PRESIDENT ATTENDS THE WESTERN ECONOMIC 
SUMMIT NEXT MONTH. ALTHOUGH THE WHITE HOUSE HAS SO FAR 
DECLINED TO CMMMENT ON THIS, SUCH A MEETING WOULD BE 
WELL IN LINE WITH PRESENT AMERICAN POLICY." 

2. UR WICK, HEAD OF NEAR EAST DEPARTMENT OF FCO, CALLED 
US AT OPENING OF BUSINESS OCT. 14, EXPRESSING SURPRISE 

AT FAHMY STATEMENT AND ASKING IF WE COULD CONFIRM. RE- 
QUEST GUIDANCE ON WHAT TO SAY TO FCO. 

3. OCTOBER 14 DAILY TELEGRAPH, EVIDENTLY DRAWING ON 
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SAME OCTOBER 12 TV INTERVIEW, NOTES IN ITEM 
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ON INSIDE PAGE, "OUR WASHINGTON STAFF REPORTS: AMERICA 
HAS BEGUN DISAUSSIONS ON HOLDING A NEW FULL-SCALE 
MIDDLE EAST PEACE CONFERENCE INVOLVING ALL THE CONCERNED 
PARTIES WITH RUSSIA AND AMERICA AS CHAIRMEN". WE WOULD 
APPRECIATE RECEIVING TEXT OF MIDDLE EAST PORTIONS OF 
OCTOBER 12 INTERVIEW, WHICH NOT CARRIED IN OCT. 14 
EUROPEAN WIRELESS FILE. 

RICHARDSON 
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